
 

All Saints Episcopal Church www.allsaintsfranklin.org  

  

 

 

 
Sermon for the 26th Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Jonathan Stepp 
November 18, 2018 

Mark 13:1-8 
 

  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 It may be difficult for us to fully appreciate how stunned and emotionally overwhelmed Jesus’ disciples 

would have been by the words he speaks in today’s gospel reading: he tells them that not one stone of the tem-

ple will be left upon another; all will be thrown down. No wonder that the inner circle of Peter, James, John, 

and Andrew is anxious to know when this terrible disaster will befall their nation. Undoubtedly for them it 

would have brought to mind the fearful stories recorded in the Hebrew scriptures of the destruction of the first 

Temple by the Babylonians, some 600 years earlier – and the deep, fearful question: how can this be? How 

can it be that God would allow this second Temple to be destroyed just as he allowed the first one to be de-

stroyed all those centuries earlier? 

 This prophecy is a continuation of what Jesus’ spoke about in last week’s reading when he passed judg-

ment on the leaders of their society for pursuing public policies designed to make them look good while they 

are actually committing terrible injustices such as devouring widows’ houses. As we discussed last Sunday, 

God’s judgment against their society is not motivated by hatred, it is motivated by love. It is because of God’s 

deep desire to see all his children live a full and joyful life that he calls them out on their immoral and unethi-

cal behavior.  

 History tells us that Jesus’ prophecy was fulfilled not because God reached out from heaven in some di-

vine punishment and toppled the Temple but rather the prophecy was fulfilled when the immorality, oppres-

sion, and injustice of their society finally spun out of control resulting in them launching a futile and hopeless 
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war against Rome. A war which they lost and in which their temple, and all the injustices associated with it, 

were destroyed.  

 In order to understand the emotional impact of these words on the disciples we might consider how we 

would feel if Jesus told us that these buildings in which we worship and fellowship were going to be destroyed 

or if Jesus said that not one stone of the Capitol building or the White House in Washington would be left on 

top of another. Such prophecies would definitely get our attention, the way they got the attention of the disci-

ples. 

 Perhaps the better question to ask in such circumstances would not be “when will this happen?” but rather 

“how can I survive this? How will I be able to move forward with my life when something near and dear to me 

has been taken from me?” After all, we don’t have to receive some stunning prophetic word about great and 

beloved buildings to know that we will suffer loss in this life. Jobs that we love may be taken from us, homes 

that we cherish can be lost, and, of course, people that we love may leave our lives in many different, sad 

ways. And sometimes – as with the society that Jesus was a part of – we lose things dear to us because we 

have done something wrong, and that just makes it all the harder, doesn’t it? To know that we contributed to 

the circumstances resulting in our loss and grief. 

 It is here, I think, that our passage from Hebrews can be helpful. First of all, it is important to recognize 

what the author of Hebrews is describing: today’s text uses the imagery of the ancient Temple to describe 

God’s adoption of humanity. The inner sanctuary of the temple, where the priest offered up the sacrifices, is a 

symbol of the inner life of God. And what Hebrews tells us is that Jesus is the High Priest who makes it possi-

ble for humanity to enter into the inner holiness of God’s life. Jesus is able to do this because he is God, the 

second person of the Trinity in the flesh, and therefore he is the bridge between human life and  the Divine 

life, he is the one who reveals God’s life to us and then takes us with him – through his resurrection and ascen-

sion – into the inner life of the Trinity.  

 This is the essence of the good news message of God that we call the gospel. It is the good news that God 

does not hold our sins against us – even if he has to discipline us from time to time in order to help us break 
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free from those sins – he does not hold our sins against us, instead he forgives us through Jesus and through 

Jesus has drawn us into the very inner sanctuary of his holy life as Father, Son, and Spirit.  

 Because of this good news of our adoption through Christ into God’s life the author of Hebrews encour-

ages us to “have confidence to enter the sanctuary” – that is, to live into our identity as those included in the 

inner life of God and to  “approach [God] with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” 

 In other words, no matter what life brings – triumph or tragedy, gain or loss, life or death – we can rest 

assured that a loving and faithful God will never leave us and when tragedy strikes, and especially when trage-

dy strikes that is brought about by our own sin, we can have confidence to run to the shelter of God’s love with 

a true heart and in full assurance of faith. Because we know that through Christ we have been adopted into 

God’s life as God’s beloved and forgiven children.  

 Amen. 


